father of my acquaintance has improved upon it. The improvement consisted in the practical application of the principle by a personally-conducted tour, in his son's company, through all the haunts of amusement, vice, and temptation which the young Woolwich cadet would find in the great metropolis of London. Widely sympathising with the poor, my father's injunction has been followed by his son, who has visited and personally inspected the dwellings of the poor and the artisan at work, in many counties and at various trades. No one ought to aspire to be a legislator, or to attempt guide the helm of State, unless or until he has tried to see everything once, and so, in a measure, to possess the means of forming a wise conclusion on the varied and many-sided aspects of human life and labour, which legislation has to regulate in this our day. Acting on this principle, the writer has devoted many years of his life to its practical application, and, in this spirit, he has to-day been in a coal mine with the miners at their work.
The mine is the pro- The shaft is the mouth of the mine, down which the workers are conveyed to their labours, and up which the coals are brought. It has been forcibly remarked by someone, somewhere, that of all horrors, ignorant fear creates the greatest and the worst. The unknown is always a cause of dread, and the sensation experienced by the novice on descending the shaft of a mine for the first time certainly gives the lie to Virgil, as it goes far to prove the fallacy of Facilis descensus Averni. In truth, the descensus is most uncomfortable, and, so far from being easy, it is decidedly disagreeable. Some, if not all, must be familiar with the sensation resulting from that worst of all dreams?the feeling of being dropped suddenly from a great height. Those who can remember the feeling will readily realise some of the sensations experienced on going down the shaft. The heart's action is greatly accelerated, the breathing is rendered difficult, the head swims, and the lungs are almost emptied of air. Indeed, and for these reasons, whereas the cage is worked at a speed of thirty miles an hour when it contains minerals only; when men are its burden, then a rate of fifteen miles is the utmost a strong man can bear, without injury or danger, during a descent of a quarter of a mile in length. The The roads, stables, and station at the bottom of the shaft are all lit by gas, which is made on the surface and transmitted with the aid of a steam-jet to a receiver at the bottom of the mine.
( To be continued.)
